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August 2002 
 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Division of Aeronautics, 
provides this updated version of its 1977 “California Laws Relating to Aeronautics – 
Special Enforcement Edition” pamphlet for your ready reference and use.  Aircraft 
operations and aviation activities at airports must be conducted in a safe and legal 
manner. 
 
When conducted in a safe and legal manner, aircraft operations and aviation 
activity at airports contribute to the health and welfare of all California citizens.  
Airports of any size or category are contributors to any local economy from tourism 
access to business location; from transportation of goods, services, and people to 
providing jobs for local airport employees.  Aircraft operations provide for 
emergency disaster and medical response to maintaining the important agriculture 
segment of the California economy through aerial application activity.  Of course, 
personal transportation, whether for business or pleasure, contributes to the State’s 
economic viability and growth. 
 
Your active participation in ensuring the safe and legal use of aircraft and airports 
is important.  This pamphlet will aid you in that effort.  If you have any questions 
arising from the use of this pamphlet or enforcement of State laws, please contact 
the Division of Aeronautics by phone at (916) 654-5470 or (916) 654-4959; by e-mail 
at www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut;or at the following mailing address: 
 
 Department of Transportation 
 Division of Aeronautics, MS #40 
 P. O. Box 942874 
 Sacramento, CA  94274-0001 
 
Additional copies of this pamphlet can be downloaded at the Division of Aeronautics 
website listed above. 
 
Respectfully 
 
Original signed by 
 
R. AUSTIN WISWELL, Chief 
Division of Aeronautics 
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JURISDICTION 
 
Some confusion exists on the question of jurisdiction in aviation enforcement matters.  This 
guide provides the officer in the field with the single source of information needed.  The Public 
Utilities Code, Section 21252, charges every peace officer with the responsibility of enforcing 
the rules and orders issued under the Aeronautics Act and all other laws of this State relating to 
aeronautics. 
 
As a general rule, follow local enforcement procedures.  If a situation is covered in one of the 
laws contained in this guide, you have jurisdiction. 
 
SCOPE 
 
This guide covers areas such as aircraft emergencies; criminal activities in or connected with 
aircraft; crimes against an aircraft; narcotics investigation; when probable cause is needed to 
conduct a search of an aircraft; alcohol or drug use by pilots; as well as numerous other activities 
from disposing of cremated remains to reimbursement for search and rescue efforts. 
 
RELATED ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 
 
Local enforcement of a State law (such as PUC 21407 “Careless or Reckless Operation”) and 
FAA enforcement for the same offense (under FAR 91.13 “Careless or Reckless Operation”) can 
parallel and complement one another.  To coordinate an enforcement action, we recommend 
contacting the FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) for the area where the offense 
occurred.  To see what geographic area each FSDO covers, check their website at 
http://www.awp.faa.gov/new/flightstandards/default.htm.  Following are phone numbers for each 
FSDO that serves California if you already know which office covers your area: 
 
 Fresno 559-487-5306 

 Las Vegas 702-269-1445 

 Long Beach 562-420-1755 

 Los Angeles 310-215-2150 

 Oakland 510-273-7155 

 Reno 775-858-7700 

 Riverside 909-276-6701 

 Sacramento 916-422-0272 

 San Diego 619-557-5281 

 San Jose 408-291-7681 

 Van Nuys  818-904-6291 
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Relevant Excerpts from State Statutes (by section number)  
 
Fish and Game Code (FGC) 
 
Shooting Game from Aircraft - FGC 
3002.  It is unlawful to shoot at any game bird or mammal, including a marine mammal as 
defined in Section 4500, from a powerboat, sailboat, motor vehicle, or airplane. 
 
Herding by Aircraft - FGC 
3003.5.  It is unlawful to pursue, drive, or herd any bird or mammal with any motorized water, 
land, or air vehicle, including, but not limited to, a motor vehicle, airplane, powerboat, or 
snowmobile, except in any of the following circumstances: 
   (a) On private property by the landowner or tenant thereof to drive or herd game mammals for 
the purpose of preventing damage by such mammals to private property. 
   (b) Pursuant to a permit from the department issued under such regulations as the commission 
may prescribe. 
   (c) In the pursuit of agriculture. 
 
Driving Game Birds by Airplane - FGC 
3501.  It is unlawful to use any powerboat, motor vehicle, or airplane to drive any game bird 
toward another person with the intent that the other person shall take the bird. 
 
Aircraft for Commercial Fishing Limited - FGC 
7850.  (a) Excepting persons expressly exempted under this code, no person shall use or operate, 
or assist in using or operating, any boat, aircraft, net, trap, line, or other appliance to take fish or 
amphibia for commercial purposes, and no person shall cause to be brought ashore, any fish or 
amphibia at any point in the state for the purpose of selling them in a fresh state or shall 
contribute materially to the activities on board the commercial fishing vessel, unless the person 
holds a commercial fishing license issued by the department. 
   (b) Any person not required under subdivision (a) to hold a commercial fishing license shall 
register his or her presence on board the commercial fishing vessel in a log maintained by the 
owner or operator of the vessel according to the requirements of the department. 
   (c) As used in this section, "person" does not include persons who are less than 16 years of age, 
a partnership, corporation, or association.  Any person, partnership, corporation, limited liability 
company, or association may pay the fees for a license issued to any person. 
   (d) This article does not apply to the taking, transporting, or selling of live freshwater fish for 
bait by the holder of a live freshwater bait fish license issued pursuant to Section 8460. 
 
Flight Below 3000’ Prohibited Over Certain Areas- FGC 
10501.5.  (a) It is unlawful to fly any aircraft, including any airplane or helicopter, less than 
3,000 feet above water or land over the Sespe Condor Sanctuary, and less than 1,000 feet above 
water or land over the Ano Nuevo State Reserve, the Farallon Islands Game Refuge, the Point 
Lobos State Reserve, the California Sea Otter Game Refuge, and Anacapa, San Miguel, Santa 
Barbara, and San Nicolas Islands, except for rescue operations, in case of any emergency, or for 
scientific or filmmaking purposes under a permit issued by the department after a review of 
potential biological impacts. 
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   (b) This section does not apply to the landing of any aircraft, including any airplane or 
helicopter, on Anacapa, San Miguel, Santa Barbara, San Nicolas, and Farallon Islands for 
administrative or operational purposes of the National Park Service, the United States Navy, or 
the United States Coast Guard. 
 
Landing Aircraft in Wilderness Areas Restricted - FGC 
10740.  It is unlawful for any person other than a legally constituted peace officer or officer or 
employee of the Forest Service of the United States Department of Agriculture, the department, 
or of the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, or county fish and game wardens or their 
duly authorized representatives, to travel by motor boat, automobile, motorcycle, or other type of 
motorized vehicle, or, except for emergencies and for rescue and aerial search for rescue 
purposes, to land an airplane, helicopter, or similar equipment, within the boundaries of a 
primitive, wilderness, or wild area closed to the above modes of travel as established by a duly 
authorized officer of the Forest Service of the United States Department of Agriculture and 
recorded in the office of the Regional Headquarters of the Pacific-Southwest Region of the 
Forest Service of the United States Department of Agriculture and with the department. 
 
Access via Aircraft to Wilderness Areas for Hunting/Fishing Prohibited - FGC 
10741.  Nothing in this article shall be construed as prohibiting access over any road or trail in 
any such area to any land to which any person is entitled to possession by such person or any 
person authorized by him to use such road or trail as a means of access to the land; provided, that 
none of the motorized vehicles or aircraft mentioned in Section 10740 shall be used by any 
person as a means of gaining access to the wilderness areas for the purpose of hunting or fishing.  
Nor shall anyone having a lawful right to enter a wilderness area with a motorized vehicle or 
aircraft fish or hunt while within the area after having entered the area with a motorized vehicle 
or aircraft. 
 
 
Food and Agriculture Code (FAC) 
 
Pilot’s Certificate to Operate Aircraft for Pest Control Purposes - FAC 
11901.  It is unlawful for any person to operate any aircraft in pest control unless the pilot 
operating the aircraft holds a valid pest control aircraft pilot's certificate issued by the director 
and an appropriate and valid commercial pilot's certificate and a current appropriate medical 
certificate issued by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 
Registration of Pest Control Pilots - FAC 
11920.  It is unlawful for any person to act as a pest control aircraft pilot in any county without 
first registering with the appropriate county agricultural commissioner. 
 
Aircraft Garbage Disposal (16151-16154) - FAC 
16151.  It is unlawful for any person to throw, discharge, deposit, remove, or carry garbage, or 

cause, suffer, or procure garbage to be thrown, discharged, deposited, removed, or carried, 
from any vessel, aircraft, or any other vehicle into any territorial waters, or onto land within 
the state, except for any of the following: 
(a) Immediate burning in incinerators. 
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(b) Approved treatment or approved disposal under the supervision and pursuant to the 
regulations of the director. 
(c) Delivery to a garbage collector that, for the purpose of accepting garbage, is licensed by 
the director or by the federal government. 

 
16152.  It is unlawful for any person to retain or maintain garbage on any vessel, aircraft, or 

other vehicle within the state, except in tightly closed containers or receptacles and under 
such treatment as may be prescribed by the director. 

 
16153.  It is unlawful for any person to remove food stores from any vessel, aircraft, or other 

vehicle except under a permit issued by the director. 
 
16154.  It is unlawful for any person to violate, or to aid, abet, authorize, or instigate a violation 

of, this division. 
 
 
Government Code (GC) 
 
Search & Rescue Reimbursement - GC 
26614.5.  The county or city and county of residence of a person searched for or rescued by the 
sheriff under the authority of Section 26614 shall pay to the county or city and county 
conducting such search or rescue, in any case where the expenses thereof exceed one hundred 
dollars ($100), all of the reasonable expenses in excess of one hundred dollars ($100) of such 
search or rescue within 30 days after the submission of a claim therefor by the county or city and 
county conducting the search or rescue and the county or city and county conducting the search 
or rescue shall bear the remaining expense. 
 
Airport Approaches Zoning Law/Airport Hazard a Public Nuisance - GC 
50485.2.  It is hereby found that an airport hazard endangers the lives and property of users of 
the airport and of occupants of land in its vicinity and also, if of the obstruction type, in effect 
reduces the size of the area available for the landing, taking off and maneuvering of the aircraft, 
thus tending to destroy or impair the utility of the airport and the public investment therein. 
Accordingly, it is hereby declared:  (a) that the creation or establishment of an airport hazard is a 
public nuisance and an injury to the community served by the airport in question; and (b) that it 
is therefore necessary in the interest of the public health, public safety, and general welfare that 
the creation or establishment of airport hazards be prevented by appropriate exercise of the 
police power or the authority conferred by Article 2.6 (commencing with Section 21652) of Part 
1 of Division 9 of the Public Utilities Code. 
  It is further declared that both the prevention of the creation or establishment of airport hazards 
and the elimination, removal, alteration, mitigation, or marking and lighting of existing airport 
hazards are public purposes for which a city or county may raise and expend public funds and 
acquire land or property interests therein. 
(Section 50485.1 includes relevant definitions as used in this article) 
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Liability for Emergency Response - GC 
53152.  Any person who is under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or any drug, or the 
combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug, whose negligent operation of a civil 
aircraft caused by that influence proximately causes any incident resulting in an appropriate 
emergency response, and any person whose intentionally wrongful conduct proximately causes 
an incident resulting in an appropriate emergency response, is liable for the expense of an 
emergency response by a public agency to the incident. (also see GC Sections 53153 and 53158) 
 
 
Health & Safety Code (HSC) 
 
Disposal of Cremated Remains at Sea by Aircraft - HSC 
7117.  (a) Cremated remains may be taken by boat from any harbor in this state, or by air, and 
scattered at sea.  Cremated remains shall be removed from their container before the remains are 
scattered at sea. 
   (b) Any person who scatters at sea, either from a boat or from the air, any human cremated 
remains shall, file with the local registrar of births and deaths in the county nearest the point 
where the remains were scattered, a verified statement containing the name of the deceased 
person, the time and place of death, the place at which the cremated remains were scattered, and 
any other information that the local registrar of births and deaths may require.  The first copy of 
the endorsed permit shall be filed with the local registrar of births and deaths within 10 days of 
disposition.  The third copy shall be returned to the office of issuance. 
   (c) For purposes of this section, the phrase "at sea" includes the inland navigable waters of this 
state, exclusive of lakes and streams, provided that no such scattering may take place within 500 
yards of the shoreline.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the scattering of 
cremated human remains from a bridge or pier. 
   (d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, the cremated remains of a deceased 
person may be scattered at sea as provided in this section and Section 103060. 
 
Smoking Prohibited on Aircraft - HSC 
118925.  It is unlawful for any person to smoke tobacco or any other plant product in any vehicle 
of a passenger stage corporation, the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) except 
to the extent permitted by federal law, in any aircraft except to the extent permitted by federal 
law, on a public transportation system, as defined by Section 99211 of the Public Utilities Code, 
or in any vehicle of an entity receiving any transit assistance from the state. 
 
“No Smoking” Notice Requirements - HSC 
118930.  A notice prohibiting smoking, displayed as a symbol and in English, shall be posted in 
each vehicle or aircraft subject to this article. 
 
 
Penal Code (PC) 
 
False Reporting of a Bomb or Other Explosive - PC 
148.1.  (a) Any person who reports to any peace officer listed in Section 830.1 or 830.2, or 
subdivision (a) of Section 830.33, employee of a fire department or fire service, district attorney, 
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newspaper, radio station, television station, deputy district attorney, employees of the 
Department of Justice, employees of an airline, employees of an airport, employees of a railroad 
or busline, an employee of a telephone company, occupants of a building or a news reporter in 
the employ of a newspaper or radio or television station, that a bomb or other explosive has been 
or will be placed or secreted in any public or private place, knowing that the report is false, is 
guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, or imprisonment in the county 
jail not to exceed one year. 
   (b) Any person who reports to any other peace officer defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing 
with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 that a bomb or other explosive has been or will be placed or 
secreted in any public or private place, knowing that the report is false, is guilty of a crime 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison or in the county jail not to exceed one year if (1) 
the false information is given while the peace officer is engaged in the performance of his or her 
duties as a peace officer and (2) the person providing the false information knows or should have 
known that the person receiving the information is a peace officer. 
   (c) Any person who maliciously informs any other person that a bomb or other explosive has 
been or will be placed or secreted in any public or private place, knowing that the information is 
false, is guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, or imprisonment in the 
county jail not to exceed one year. 
   (d) Any person who maliciously gives, mails, sends, or causes to be sent any false or facsimile 
bomb to another person, or places, causes to be placed, or maliciously possesses any false or 
facsimile bomb, with the intent to cause another to fear for his or her personal safety or the safety 
of others, is guilty of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, or imprisonment in 
the county jail not to exceed one year. 
 
Discharge of Firearm at Occupied Aircraft - PC 
246.  Any person who shall maliciously and willfully discharge a firearm at an inhabited 
dwelling house, occupied building, occupied motor vehicle, occupied aircraft, inhabited  
housecar, as defined in Section 362 of the Vehicle Code, or inhabited camper, as defined in 
Section 243 of the Vehicle Code, is guilty of a felony, and upon conviction shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for three, five, or seven years, or by imprisonment in the county 
jail for a term of not less than six months and not exceeding one year. 
   As used in this section, "inhabited" means currently being used for dwelling purposes, whether 
occupied or not. 
 
Discharge of Firearm at Unoccupied Aircraft - PC 
247.  (a) Any person who willfully and maliciously discharges a firearm at an unoccupied 
aircraft is guilty of a felony. 
   (b) Any person who discharges a firearm at an unoccupied motor vehicle or an uninhabited 
building or dwelling house is guilty of a public offense punishable by imprisonment in the 
county jail for not more than one year or in the state prison.  This subdivision does not apply to 
shooting at an abandoned vehicle, unoccupied vehicle, uninhabited building, or dwelling house 
with the permission of the owner. 
   As used in this section and Section 246 "aircraft" means any contrivance intended for and 
capable of transporting persons through the airspace. 
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Discharge of Laser at Aircraft - PC 
247.5.  Any person who willfully and maliciously discharges a laser at an aircraft, whether in 
motion or in flight, while occupied, is guilty of a violation of this section, which shall be 
punishable as either a misdemeanor by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than one 
year or by a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000), or a felony by imprisonment in the state 
prison for 16 months, two years, or three years, or by a fine of two thousand dollars ($2,000).  
This section does not apply to the conduct of laser development activity by or on behalf of the 
United States Armed Forces. 
   As used in this section, "aircraft" means any contrivance intended for and capable of 
transporting persons through the airspace. 
   As used in this section, "laser" means a device that utilizes the natural oscillations of atoms or 
molecules between energy levels for generating coherent electromagnetic radiation in the 
ultraviolet, visible, or infrared region of the spectrum, and when discharged exceeds one 
milliwatt continuous wave. 
 
Interference with Aircraft by Shining a Light - PC 
248.  Any person who, with the intent to interfere with the operation of an aircraft, willfully 
shines a light or other bright device, of an intensity capable of impairing the operation of an 
aircraft, at an aircraft, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or 
by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment. 
 
Disabled Person Access to Public Transportation with Guide Dog - PC 
365.5.  (a) Any blind person, deaf person, or disabled person, who is a passenger on any common 
carrier, airplane, motor vehicle, railway train, motorbus, streetcar, boat, or any other public 
conveyance or mode of transportation operating within this state, shall be entitled to have with 
him or her a specially trained guide dog, signal dog, or service dog. 
(c) Any person, firm, association, or corporation, or the agent of any person, firm, association, or 
corporation, who prevents a disabled person from exercising, or interferes with a disabled person 
in the exercise of, the rights specified in this section is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine not exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500). 
 
Airplane Crash: Sightseeing at Scene - PC 
402.  (a) Every person who goes to the scene of an emergency, or stops at the scene of an 
emergency, for the purpose of viewing the scene or the activities of police officers, firefighters, 
emergency medical, or other emergency personnel, or military personnel coping with the 
emergency in the course of their duties during the time it is necessary for emergency vehicles or 
those personnel to be at the scene of the emergency or to be moving to or from the scene of the 
emergency for the purpose of protecting lives or property, unless it is part of the duties of that 
person's employment to view that scene or activities, and thereby impedes police officers, 
firefighters, emergency medical, or other emergency personnel or military personnel, in the 
performance of their duties in coping with the emergency, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
   (b) Every person who knowingly resists or interferes with the lawful efforts of a lifeguard in 
the discharge or attempted discharge of an official duty in an emergency situation, when the 
person knows or reasonably should know that the lifeguard is engaged in the performance of his 
or her official duty, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
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   (c) For the purposes of this section, an emergency includes a condition or situation involving 
injury to persons, damage to property, or peril to the safety of persons or property, which results 
from a fire, an explosion, an airplane crash, flooding, windstorm damage, a railroad accident, a 
traffic accident, a power plant accident, a toxic chemical or biological spill, or any other natural 
or human-caused event. 
 
Burglary of Aircraft Defined - PC 
459.  Every person who enters any house, room, apartment, tenement, shop, warehouse, store, 
mill, barn, stable, outhouse or other building, tent, vessel, as defined in Section 21 of the Harbors 
and Navigation Code, floating home, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 18075.55 of the 
Health and Safety Code, railroad car, locked or sealed cargo container, whether or not mounted 
on a vehicle, trailer coach, as defined in Section 635 of the Vehicle Code, any house car, as 
defined in Section 362 of the Vehicle Code, inhabited camper, as defined in Section 243 of the 
Vehicle Code, vehicle as defined by the Vehicle Code, when the doors are locked, aircraft as 
defined by Section 21012 of the Public Utilities Code, or mine or any underground portion 
thereof, with intent to commit grand or petit larceny or any felony is guilty of burglary.  As used 
in this chapter, "inhabited" means currently being used for dwelling purposes, whether occupied 
or not.  A house, trailer, vessel designed for habitation, or portion of a building is currently being 
used for dwelling purposes if, at the time of the burglary, it was not occupied solely because a 
natural or other disaster caused the occupants to leave the premises. 
 
Unlawful to Possess Tools for Illegal Access to Aircraft - PC 
466.  Every person having upon him or her in his or her possession a picklock, crow, keybit, 
crowbar, screwdriver, vise grip pliers, water-pump pliers, slidehammer, slim jim, tension bar, 
lock pick gun, tubular lock pick, floor-safe door puller, master key, or other instrument or tool 
with intent feloniously to break or enter into any building, railroad car, aircraft, or vessel, trailer 
coach, or vehicle as defined in the Vehicle Code, or who shall knowingly make or alter, or shall 
attempt to make or alter, any key or other instrument named above so that the same will fit or 
open the lock of a building, railroad car, aircraft, vessel, trailer coach, or vehicle as defined in the 
Vehicle Code, without being requested to do so by some person having the right to open the 
same, or who shall make, alter, or repair any instrument or thing, knowing or having reason to 
believe that it is intended to be used in committing a misdemeanor or felony, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor.  Any of the structures mentioned in Section 459 shall be deemed to be a building 
within the meaning of this section. 
 
Aircraft Theft a Felony - PC 
499d.  Any person who operates or takes an aircraft not his own, without the consent of the 
owner thereof, and with intent to either permanently or temporarily deprive the owner thereof of 
his title to or possession of such vehicle, whether with or without intent to steal the same, or any 
person who is a party or accessory to or an accomplice in any operation or unauthorized taking 
or stealing is guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the state prison, or in the county jail for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than 
ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or by both such fine and  imprisonment. 
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Trespass on an Airport - PC 
602.  Except as provided in Section 602.8, every person who willfully commits a trespass by any 
of the following acts is guilty of a misdemeanor: 
   (t) (1) Knowingly entering, by an unauthorized person, upon any airport operations area if the 
area has been posted with notices restricting access to authorized personnel only and the postings 
occur not greater than every 150 feet along the exterior boundary. 
   (2) Any person convicted of a violation of paragraph (1) shall be punished as follows: 
   (A) By a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100). 
   (B) By imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, or by a fine not exceeding 
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both, if the person refuses to leave the airport operations area 
after being requested to leave by a peace officer. 
   (C) By imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, or by a fine not exceeding 
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both, for a second or subsequent offense. 
   (3) As used in this subdivision the following definitions shall control: 
   (A) "Airport operations area" means that part of the airport used by aircraft for landing, taking 
off, surface maneuvering, loading and unloading, refueling, parking, or maintenance, where 
aircraft support vehicles and facilities exist, and which is not for public use or public vehicular 
traffic. 
   (B) "Authorized personnel" means any person who has a valid airport identification card issued 
by the airport operator or has a valid airline identification card recognized by the airport 
operator, or any person not in possession of an airport or airline identification card who is being 
escorted for legitimate purposes by a person with an airport or airline identification card. 
   (C) "Airport" means any facility whose function is to support commercial aviation. 
 
Illegal to Sell Services on an Airport without Owner’s Consent - PC 
602.4.  Every person who enters or remains on airport property owned by a city, county, or city 
and county but located in another county, and sells, peddles, or offers for sale any goods, 
merchandise, property, or services of any kind whatsoever, to members of the public, including 
transportation services, other than charter limousines licensed by the Public Utilities 
Commission, on or from the airport property, without the express written consent of the 
governing board of the airport property, or its duly authorized representative, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
   Nothing in this section affects the power of a county, city, or city and county to regulate the 
sale, peddling or offering for sale of goods, merchandise, property, or services. 
 
Willful or Malicious Damage to Aircraft - PC 
625b.  (a) Every person who willfully injures or tampers with any aircraft or  the contents or 
parts thereof, or removes any part of or from an aircraft without the consent of the owner, and 
every person who, with intent to commit any malicious mischief, injury or other crime, climbs 
into or upon an aircraft or attempts to manipulate any of the controls, starting mechanism, brakes 
or other mechanism or device of an aircraft while it is at rest and unattended or who sets in 
motion any aircraft while it is at rest and unattended, is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than six months or by a fine of not 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
   (b) Every person who willfully and maliciously damages, injures, or destroys any aircraft, or 
the contents or any part thereof, in such a manner as to render the aircraft unsafe for those flight 
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operations for which it is designed and equipped is punishable by imprisonment in the state 
prison, or by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000), or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
 
Jurisdiction of Offenses Committed on Aircraft - PC 
783.  When a public offense is committed in this State, on board a vessel navigating a river, bay, 
slough, lake, or canal, or lying therein, in the prosecution of its voyage, or on a railroad train or 
car, motor vehicle, common carrier transporting passengers or on an aircraft prosecuting its trip, 
the jurisdiction is in any competent court, through, on, or over the jurisdictional territory of 
which the vessel, train, car, motor vehicle, common carrier or aircraft passes in the course of its 
voyage or trip, or in the jurisdictional territory of which the voyage or trip terminates. 
 
Authority to Arrest Without a Warrant for Carrying a Concealed Firearm - PC 
836. (e) In addition to the authority to make an arrest without a warrant pursuant to paragraphs 
(1) and (3) of subdivision (a), a peace officer may, without a warrant, arrest a person for a 
violation of Section 12025 (editorial-Section 12025 covers carrying a concealed firearm) when 
all of the following apply: 
   (1) The officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed the 
violation of Section 12025. 
   (2) The violation of Section 12025 occurred within an airport, as defined in Section 21013 of 
the Public Utilities Code, in an area to which access is controlled by the inspection of persons 
and property. 
   (3) The peace officer makes the arrest as soon as reasonable cause arises to believe that the 
person to be arrested has committed the violation of Section 12025. 
 
Robbery or Hijacking of Public Conveyance: Reward for Information - PC 
1547.  (a) The Governor may offer a reward of not more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), 
payable out of the General Fund, for information leading to the arrest and conviction of any of 
the following: 
   (3) (A) Any person engaged in the robbery or hijacking of, or any attempt to rob or hijack, any 
person upon or in charge of, in whole or in part, any public conveyance engaged at the time in 
carrying passengers within this state. 
   (B) As used in this paragraph, "hijacking" means an unauthorized person causing, or 
attempting to cause, by violence or threat of violence, a public conveyance to go to an 
unauthorized destination. 
(d) The reward shall be paid to the person giving the information, immediately upon the 
conviction of the person so arrested. 
 
Placing or Carrying Explosive Devises on Aircraft - PC 
12303.1.  Every person who willfully does any of the following is guilty of a felony and is 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for two, four, or six years: 
   (a) Carries any explosive or destructive device on any vessel, aircraft, car, or other vehicle that 
transports passengers for hire. 
   (b) Places or carries any explosive or destructive device, while on board any such vessel, 
aircraft, car or other vehicle, in any hand baggage, roll, or other container. 
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   (c) Places any explosive or destructive device in any baggage which is later checked with any 
common carrier. 
(PC Section 12031.1 allows exemption for emergency or distress signaling devices) 
 
Possession of Destructive or Explosive Devices on Aircraft - PC 
12303.2.  Every person who recklessly or maliciously has in his possession any destructive 
device or any explosive on a public street or highway, in or near any theater, hall, school, 
college, church, hotel, other public building, or private habitation, in, on, or near any aircraft, 
railway passenger train, car, cable road or cable car, vessel engaged in carrying passengers for 
hire, or other public place ordinarily passed by human beings is guilty of a felony, and shall be 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for a period of two, four, or six years. 
 
 
Public Resources Code (PRC) 
 
Airport Facilities in State Parks - PRC 
5001.7.  The landing of aircraft in units of the state park system is subject to the following 
limitations: 
   (a) Airport facilities and services may be allowed in a unit of the state park system, other than a 
state wilderness, state reserve, natural preserve, or cultural preserve, if the department determines 
that it is desirable to expand visitor use of the unit and that the location of such facilities and 
services is compatible with the management of the unit in relation to its primary usage. 
   (b) Airport facilities and services shall be excluded from state wilderness, state reserves, 
natural preserves, and cultural preserves, and shall be excluded from any other unit of the state 
park system where the department determines that the primary resource value of the unit would 
be impaired by such facilities and services or that a landing strip or flight patterns would not be 
compatible with the recreation experience of other visitors. 
 
Wilderness Areas: Flight Below 2000’ and Landing Within Prohibited - PRC 
5093.36.  (b) Except as specifically provided in this chapter, and subject to private rights existing 
as of January 1, 1975, there shall be no commercial enterprise and no permanent road within any 
wilderness area and, except as necessary in emergencies involving the health and safety of 
persons within the wilderness area, there shall be no temporary road, no use of motor vehicles, 
motorized equipment, or motorboats, no landing or hovering of aircraft, no flying of aircraft 
lower than 2,000 feet above the ground, no other form of mechanical transport, and no structure 
or installation within any wilderness area. 
 
 
Public Utilities Code (PUC) 
 
Smoking Prohibited on Air Carriers - PUC 
561.  (a) Every railroad corporation, passenger stage corporation, passenger air carrier, and street 
railroad corporation providing departures originating in this state shall prohibit the smoking of 
any tobacco product in the passenger seating area of every passenger car, passenger stage, 
aircraft, or other vehicle.  
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   (b) Every such corporation and carrier shall display in the passenger seating area of every 
passenger car, passenger stage, aircraft, or other vehicle, notices sufficient in number, posted in 
such locations as to be readily seen by boarding passengers, advising passengers of the no 
smoking requirements pursuant to subdivision (a).  Words on such notices which state "No 
Smoking" or an equivalent phrase shall be at least three-quarters of one inch high, and any other 
explanatory words on the notices shall be at least one-quarter of an inch high. 
   (c) No person shall smoke any tobacco product in a space known by him or her to be 
designated for nonsmoking passengers.  A violation of this subdivision is not a crime. 
   (d) As used in this section, "passenger air carrier" shall have the same meaning as provided in 
Sections 2741 and 2743. 
 
Excerpts from State Aeronautics Act, found in PUC 21001-21707 
 
Pertinent Definitions as used within State Aeronautics Act (21006.5-21018) 
21006.5.  “Department” means the Department of Transportation.   
 
21007. Whenever the term “California Aeronautics Commission,” “Division of Aeronautics,” or 
“Department of Aeronautics” is used in any other law, it means the Department of 
Transportation.   
 
21008.  “Director” means the Director of Transportation.  Any reference in any law or 
regulation to the Director of Aeronautics shall be deemed to refer to the Director of 
Transportation. 
 
21008.3.  “Division” means the Division of Aeronautics in the department. 
 
21008.5.  “Commission” means the California Transportation Commission. 
 
21009.  “Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, limited liability 
company, company, association, joint stock association, or body politic; and includes any trustee, 
receiver, assignee, or other similar representative.   
 
21010.  “Political subdivision” means any county, city, city and county, public corporation, 
district or other political entity or public corporation of this State. 
 
21011.  “Aeronautics” means: 
(a) The science and art of flight, including transportation by aircraft. 
(b) The operation, construction, repair, or maintenance of aircraft and aircraft power plants and 
accessories, including the repair, packing, and maintenance of parachutes. 
(c) The design, establishment, construction, extension, operation, improvement, repair, or 
maintenance of airports or other air navigation facilities. 
 
21012.  “Aircraft” means any manned contrivance used or designed for navigation of, or flight 
in, the air requiring certification and registration as prescribed by federal statute or regulation.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, manned lighter-than-air balloons and 
ultralight vehicles as defined in the regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration (14 
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C.F.R. Part 103), whether or not certificated by the Federal Aviation Administration, shall not be 
considered to be aircraft for purposes of this part. 
 
21013.  “Airport” means any area of land or water which is used, or intended for use, for the 
landing and take-off of aircraft, and any appurtenant areas which are used, or intended for use, 
for airport buildings or other airport facilities or rights of way, and all airport buildings and 
facilities located thereon.   
 
21014.  “Air navigation facility” means any facility, other than facilities owned or operated by 
the United States, used, or available or designed for use, in aid of air navigation, including any 
structures, mechanisms, lights, beacons, markers, communicating systems, or other facilities 
used or useful as an aid, or constituting an advantage or convenience, to the safe taking off, 
navigation, and landing of aircraft, or the safe and efficient operation or maintenance of an 
airport. 
 
21015.  “Operation of aircraft” or “operate aircraft” means the use, navigation, or piloting of 
aircraft in the air space over this State or upon any airport within this State. 
 
21016.  “Airman” means any individual who engages, as the person in command, or as pilot, 
mechanic, or member of the crew, in the navigation of aircraft while under way, and any 
individual who is directly in charge of the inspection, maintenance, overhauling, or repair of 
aircraft engines, propellers, or appliances, and any individual who serves in the capacity of 
aircraft dispatcher, or air traffic control-tower operator.  “Airman” does not include any 
individual employed outside the United States, or any individual employed by a manufacturer of 
aircraft, aircraft engines, propellers, or appliances to perform duties as inspector or mechanic in 
connection therewith, or any individual performing inspection or mechanical duties in 
connection with aircraft owned or operated by him. 
 
21017.  “Airport hazard” means any structure, object of natural growth, or use of land, which 
obstructs the air space required for flight of aircraft in landing or taking off at an airport or which 
is otherwise hazardous to the landing or taking off.   
 
21018.  “Airway” means a route in the navigable air space over the land or waters of this State, 
designated by proper authority as a route suitable for air navigation.   
 
Violations; Punishment - PUC 
21019.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this part, other than Section 21407.1, or 
any of the rules or orders issued under this part, is punishable by a fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment of not more than six months, or both. 
 
Recognition of Federal Authority; Intrastate Rates - PUC 
21240.  This state recognizes the authority of the federal government to regulate the operation of 
aircraft and to control the use of the airways, and nothing in this act shall be construed to give the 
department the power to so regulate and control safety factors in the operation of aircraft or to 
control use of the airways.  This section does not affect the state’s power to regulate the intrastate 
rates of common carriers by air, and such power is hereby reserved to the state. 
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Cooperation with Federal Agencies - PUC 
21250.  The department may avail itself of the cooperation, services, records, and facilities of the 
federal agencies in the administration and enforcement of this part.  It shall cooperate with and 
make available to the federal agencies, its services, records, and facilities, insofar as practicable. 
 
Administration - PUC 
21251.  In administering this part the department may use the facilities and services of other state 
agencies and political subdivisions to the utmost extent possible.  These agencies and political 
subdivisions shall make available to the department their facilities and services. 
 
Enforcement of Aeronautics Act - PUC 
21252.  (a) The department, its members, the director, officers and employees of the department, 
and every state and peace officer charged with the enforcement of state and subordinate laws or 
ordinances, may enforce and assist in the enforcement of this part, the rules and orders issued 
under this part, and all other laws of this state relating to aeronautics.  In the enforcement of such 
rules, orders, and laws, the director, and such officers and employees as the director may 
designate, shall have the authority, as public officers, to arrest without a warrant, any person 
who, in his presence, has violated or as to whom there is probable cause to believe has violated 
any of such rules, orders, or laws. 
 In any case in which an arrest authorized by this subdivision is made for an offense declared 
to be a misdemeanor, and the person arrested does not demand to be taken before a magistrate, 
the arresting officer may, instead of taking such person before a magistrate, follow the procedure 
prescribed by Chapter 5C (commencing with Section 853.6) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal 
Code.  The provisions of such chapter shall thereafter apply with reference to any proceeding 
based upon the issuance of a citation pursuant to this authority. 
 (b) There shall be no civil liability on the part of and no cause of action shall arise against 
any person, acting pursuant to subdivision (a) and within the scope of his authority, for false 
arrest or false imprisonment arising out of any arrest which is lawful or which the arresting 
officer, at the time of such arrest, had reasonable cause to believe was lawful.  No such officer 
shall be deemed an aggressor or lose his right to self-defense by the use of reasonable force to 
effect the arrest or to prevent escape or to overcome resistance. 
 (c) The director, and such officers and employees as the director may designate, may serve 
all processes and notices throughout the state. 
 
Enforcement of Part; Injunction and Other Legal Process - PUC 
21253.  In the name of the state, the department may enforce this part and rules and orders issued 
under this part by injunction or other legal process in the courts of this state. 
 
Reports of Violations to Federal and Other State Agencies - PUC 
21254.  The department may report to the appropriate federal agencies and agencies of other 
states all proceedings instituted charging violations of Section 21407, and Sections 21409 to 
21412, inclusive, and all penalties of which it has knowledge imposed upon airmen or the 
owners or operators of aircraft for violations of the law of this state relating to aeronautics or for 
violations of the rules or orders of the department. 
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Sovereignty - PUC 
21401.  Sovereignty in the space above the land and waters of this state rests in the state, except 
where granted to and assumed by the United States pursuant to a constitutional grant from the 
people of the state. 
The operation of aircraft in such space is a privilege subject to the laws of this state. 
 
Ownership; Prohibited Use of Airspace - PUC 
21402.  The ownership of the space above the land and waters of this State is vested in the 
several owners of the surface beneath, subject to the right of flight described in Section 21403.  
No use shall be made of such airspace which would interfere with such right of flight; provided, 
that any use of property in conformity with an original zone of approach of an airport shall not be 
rendered unlawful by reason of a change in such zone of approach. 
 
Lawful Flight; Flight Within Airport Approach Zone - PUC 
21403.  (a) Flight in aircraft over the land and waters of this state is lawful, unless at altitudes 
below those prescribed by federal authority, or unless conducted so as to be imminently 
dangerous to persons or property lawfully on the land or water beneath.  The landing of an 
aircraft on the land or waters of another, without his or her consent, is unlawful except in the 
case of a forced landing or pursuant to Section 21662.1.  The owner, lessee, or operator of the 
aircraft is liable, as provided by law, for damages caused by a forced landing. 
 (b) The landing, takeoff, or taxiing of an aircraft on a public freeway, highway, road, or 
street is unlawful except in the following cases: 
 (1) A forced landing. 
 (2) A landing during a natural disaster or other public emergency if the landing has received 
prior approval from the public agency having primary jurisdiction over traffic upon the freeway, 
highway, road, or street. 

(3) When the landing, takeoff, or taxiing has received prior approval from the public agency 
having primary jurisdiction over traffic upon the freeway, highway, road or street. 
 The prosecution bears the burden of proving that none of the exceptions apply to the act 
which is alleged to be unlawful. 
 (c) The right of flight in aircraft includes the right of safe access to public airports, which 
includes the right of flight within the zone of approach of any public airport without restriction or 
hazard.  The zone of approach of an airport shall conform to the specifications of Part 77 of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation. 
 
Tort Liability; Injury or Death of Passengers - PUC 
21404.  Liability of the owner or pilot of an aircraft carrying passengers for injury or death to the 
passengers is determined by the rules of law applicable to torts on the land or waters of this state, 
arising out of similar relationships.  Every owner of an aircraft is liable and responsible for death 
or injury to person or property resulting from a negligent or wrongful act or omission in the 
operation of the aircraft, in the business of the owner or otherwise, by any person using or 
operating the same with the permission, express or implied, of the owner. 
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Limitation on Liability - PUC 
21404.1.  (a)  The liability of an owner, bailee of an owner, or personal representative of a 
decedent imposed by Section 21404 and not arising through the relationship of principal and 
agent or master and servant is limited to the amount of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for the 
death of or injury to one person in any one accident and, subject to the limit as to one person, is 
limited to the amount of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) for the death of or injury to more than 
one person in any one accident and is limited to the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for 
damage to property of others in any one accident. 
 (b) An owner, bailee of an owner, or personal representative of a decedent is not liable under 
this section for damages imposed for the sake of example and by way of punishing the operator 
of the aircraft.  Nothing in this subdivision makes an owner, bailee of an owner, or personal 
representative immune from liability for damages imposed for the sake of example and by way 
of punishing him for his own wrongful conduct. 
 
Tort Liability; Collision Damage - PUC 
21405.  The liability of the owner of one aircraft to the owner of another aircraft, or to operators 
or passengers on either aircraft, for damage caused by collision on land or in the air, is 
determined by the rules of law applicable to torts on land. 
 
Careless or Reckless Operation - PUC 
21407.  It is unlawful for any person to operate an aircraft in the air, or on the ground or water in 
a careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the life or property of another.  In any proceeding 
charging operation of aircraft in violation of this section, the court in determining whether the 
operation was careless or reckless shall consider the standards for safe operation of aircraft 
prescribed by federal statutes or regulations governing aeronautics.  (see also FAR 91.13) 
 
Operation While Under the Influence - PUC 
21407.1.  (a)  It is unlawful for any person, who is under the influence of an alcoholic beverage 
or any drug, or the combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug, to operate an 
aircraft in the air, or on the ground or water, or to engage in parachuting for sport. 
 (b) No person shall operate an aircraft in the air or on the ground or water who has 0.04 
percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood.  (see also FAR 91.17) 
 
Consent to Chemical Testing - PUC 
21407.2.  (a) (1) (A) Any person who operates an aircraft in the air or on the ground or water is 
deemed to have given his or her consent to chemical testing of his or her blood or breath for the 
purpose of determining the alcoholic content of his or her blood, if lawfully arrested for any 
offense allegedly committed in violation of Section 21407.1 or if the officer requests chemical 
testing as part of any investigation of a suspected violation of state or local law.  If a blood or 
breath test, or both, are unavailable, then paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) applies. 

(B) Any person who operates an aircraft in the air or on the ground or water is deemed to 
have given his or her consent to chemical testing of his or her blood or urine for the purpose of 
determining the drug content of his or her blood, if lawfully arrested for any offense allegedly 
committed in violation of Section 21407.1 or if the officer requests chemical testing as part of an 
investigation of a suspected violation of state or local law. 
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 (C) The testing shall be administered at the direction of a peace officer having reasonable 
cause to believe the person was operating an aircraft in violation of Section 21407.1 under either 
of the following conditions: 
 (i) The person is lawfully arrested. 
 (ii) The officer requests the person to submit to chemical testing as part of an investigation of 
a suspected violation of state or local law. 
 (D) The person shall be told that his or her failure to submit to, or the failure to complete, the 
required chemical testing may result in prohibition from operating an aircraft for not more than 
one year and, if the person is convicted of a violation of Section 21407.1, a fine, imprisonment, 
prohibition from operating an aircraft for not more than one year, or any combination thereof. 
 (2) (A) If the person is lawfully arrested for operating an aircraft under the influence of an 
alcoholic beverage, the person has the choice of whether the test shall be of his or her blood or 
breath, and the officer shall advise the person that he or she has that choice.  If the person 
arrested either is incapable, or states that he or she is incapable, of completing the chosen test, 
the person shall submit to the remaining test.  If a blood or breath test, or both, are unavailable, 
then paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) applies. 
 (B) If the person is lawfully arrested for operating an aircraft under the influence of any drug 
or the combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug, the person has the choice of 
whether the test shall be of his or her blood, breath, or urine, and the officer shall advise the 
person that he or she has that choice. 
 (C) A person who chooses to submit to a breath test may also be requested to submit to a 
blood or urine test if the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person was operating an 
aircraft under the influence of any drug or the combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and 
any drug and if the officer has a clear indication that a blood or urine test will reveal evidence of 
the person being under the influence.  The officer shall state in his or her report the facts upon 
which that belief and that clear indication are based.  If the person who is arrested is either 
incapable or states that he or she is incapable of completing a blood test, that person shall submit 
to and complete a urine test.  If the person arrested either is incapable, or states that he or she is 
incapable, of completing either chosen test, the person shall submit to and complete the other 
remaining test. 
 (3) If the person is lawfully arrested for an offense allegedly committed in violation of 
Section 21407.1 and, because of the need for medical treatment, the person is first transported to 
a medical facility where it is not feasible to administer a particular test of, or to obtain a 
particular sample of, the person’s blood, breath, or urine, the person has the choice of those tests 
which are available at the facility to which that person has been transported.  In that event, the 
officer shall advise the person of those tests which are available at the medical facility and that 
the person’s choice is limited to those tests which are available. 
 (4) The officer shall also advise the person that he or she does not have the right to have an 
attorney present before stating whether he or she will submit to a test or tests, before deciding 
which test or tests to take, or during administration of the test or tests chosen, and that, in the 
event of refusal to submit to a test or tests, the refusal may be used against him or her in a court 
of law. 
 (5) Any person who is unconscious or otherwise in a condition rendering him or her 
incapable of refusal is deemed not to have withdrawn his or her consent and a test or tests may 
be administered whether or not the person is told that his or her failure to submit to, or the 
noncompletion of, the test or tests may result in a fine, imprisonment, and prohibition from 

 18



operating an aircraft for not more than one year.  Any person who is dead is deemed not to have 
withdrawn his or her consent and a test or tests may be administered at the direction of a peace 
officer. 
 (b) Any person who is afflicted with hemophilia is exempt from the blood test required by 
this section. 
 (c) Any person who is afflicted with a heart condition and is using an anticoagulant under the 
direction of a licensed physician and surgeon is exempt from the blood test required by this 
section. 
 (d) (1) A person lawfully arrested for any offense allegedly committed while the person was 
operating an aircraft in violation of Section 21407.1 may request the arresting officer to have a 
chemical test made of the arrested person’s blood or breath for the purpose of determining the 
alcoholic content of that person’s blood, and, if so requested, the arresting officer shall have the 
test performed. 
 (2) If a blood or breath test is not available under subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (a), or under subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a), or under 
paragraph (1) of this subdivision, the person shall submit to the remaining test in order to 
determine the percent, by weight, of alcohol in the person’s blood.  If both the blood and breath 
tests are unavailable, the person shall be deemed to have given his or her consent to chemical 
testing of his or her urine and shall submit to a urine test.  (see also FAR 91.17) 
 
Punishment for Violation of 21407.1 - PUC 
21407.6.  (a) Any person convicted under Section 21407.1 shall be punished upon a first 
conviction by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days nor more than six months 
or by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000) or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
 Any person convicted under Section 21407.1 shall be punished upon a second or any 
subsequent conviction by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than five days nor more 
than one year and by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000), without being granted probation by the court and without having the 
court suspend the execution of the sentence. 
 (b) Any person convicted under Section 21407.1 and who, when so operating an aircraft, has 
done any act forbidden by law or neglects any duty imposed by law in the operation of the 
aircraft, which act or neglect proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the 
operator shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or in the county jail for not less 
than 90 days nor more than one year and by fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) 
nor more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000). 
 
Authority to Prohibit Violator from Operating Aircraft - PUC 
21408.  For any violation of Section 21407 or 21407.1, in addition to the penalties provided by 
Section 21019 or 21407.6, the court may prohibit the violator from operating an aircraft within 
the state for a period not exceeding one year.  Violation of the prohibition of the court may be 
treated as a separate offense under this section or as a contempt of court.  Upon a plea of guilty 
or conviction under Section 21407 or 21407.1, the department shall cause a record of the plea or 
conviction and of the sentence imposed to be maintained.  This section does not authorize the 
court or any other agency or person to take away, impound, hold, or mark any federal certificate, 
permit, rating, or license.  The peace officer requesting that a person submit to a chemical test of 
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the blood, breath, or urine pursuant to Section 21407.2 shall report anyone refusing to submit to 
the chemical test to the Federal Aviation Administration for appropriate administrative action. 
 
Unlicensed Operation - PUC 
21409.  It is unlawful for any person to engage in aeronautics as an airman in the State unless he 
has an appropriate effective airman certificate, permit, rating, or license issued by the United 
States authorizing him to engage in the particular class of aeronautics in which he is engaged, if 
the certificate, permit, rating, or license is required by the United States. 
 
Possession and Inspection of Certificate, License, Etc. - PUC 
21410.  Every airman shall keep any certificate, permit, rating, or license required for him by the 
United States in his personal possession when he is operating within the state.  He shall present it 
for inspection upon the demand of any peace officer, any other officer of the state or of a 
political subdivision, or member, official, or employee of the department, authorized by Section 
21252 to enforce the aeronautics laws, or any official, manager, or person in charge of any 
airport upon which the airman lands, or upon the reasonable request of any other person. 
 
Unlicensed Aircraft - PUC 
21411.  It is unlawful for any person to operate, or cause or authorize to be operated, any civil 
aircraft within this State unless the aircraft has an appropriate effective certificate, permit, or 
license issued by the United States if required by the United States. 
 
Posting Aircraft License; Inspection - PUC 
21412.  Any certificate, permit, or license required by the United States for an aircraft shall be 
carried in the aircraft at all times while the aircraft is operating in the state, shall be 
conspicuously posted in the aircraft where it may be readily seen by passengers or inspectors, 
and shall be presented for inspection upon the demand of any peace officer, any other officer of 
the state or of a political subdivision, or member, official, or employee of the department, 
authorized by Section 21252 to enforce the aeronautics laws, or any official, manager, or person 
in charge of any airport upon which the aircraft lands, or upon the reasonable request of any 
person. 
 
Process; Service on Nonresident or Agent - PUC 
21414.  (a)  The use by a nonresident or his agent of an airport within this State or, if the 
nonresident is the owner of an aircraft, then the use with such aircraft of an airport within this 
State by any person with his express or implied permission, is equivalent to an appointment by 
such nonresident of the Secretary of State or his successor in office to be his true and lawful 
attorney upon whom may be served all lawful processes in any action or proceeding against said 
nonresident growing out of any aircraft accident, collision, or crash in this State resulting from 
the operation of any aircraft within this State by himself or agent, which appointment shall also 
be irrevocable and binding on his executor or administrator.  Where the nonresident has died 
prior to the commencement of an action brought pursuant to this section, service of process shall 
be made on the executor or administrator of such nonresident in the same manner and on the 
same notice as is provided in the case of the nonresident.  Where an action has been duly 
commenced under the provisions of this section by service upon a defendant who dies thereafter, 
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the court must allow the action to be continued against his executor or administrator upon motion 
with such notice as the court deems proper. 
 (b) The acceptance of such rights and privileges or use of said airport shall be a signification 
of the irrevocable agreement of said nonresident, binding as well upon his executor or 
administrator, that any such process against him which is served in the manner herein provided 
shall be of the same legal force and validity as if served on said nonresident personally in this 
State. 
 (c) Service of such process shall be made by leaving a copy of the summons and complaint 
with a fee of two dollars ($2) for each nonresident to be so served in the hands of the Secretary 
of State or in his office at Sacramento and such service shall be a sufficient service on said 
nonresident subject to compliance with subdivision (d) hereof. 
 (d) A notice of such service and a copy of the summons and complaint shall be forthwith sent 
by registered mail by the plaintiff or his attorney to said defendant.  Personal service of such 
notice and a copy of the summons and complaint upon said defendant wherever found outside 
this State shall be the equivalent of said mailing. 
 (e) Proof of compliance with subsection (d) hereof shall be made in the event of service by 
mail by affidavit of the plaintiff or his attorney showing said mailing, together with the return 
receipt of the United States Post Office bearing the signature of said defendant.  Such affidavit 
and receipt shall be appended to the original summons which shall be filed with the court from 
out of which such summons issued within such time as the court may allow for the return of such 
summons.  In the event of personal service outside this State such compliance may be proved by 
the return of any duly constituted public officer, qualified to serve like process of and in the state 
or jurisdiction where the defendant is found, showing such service to have been made.  Such 
return shall be appended to the original summons which shall be filed as aforesaid. 
 (f) The court in which the action is pending may order such continuances as may be 
necessary to afford the defendant reasonable opportunity to defend the action. 
 (g) The Secretary of State shall keep a record of all process so served upon him which record 
shall show the day and hour of service. 
 (h) As used in this section “nonresident” means a person who is not a resident of this State at 
the time the aircraft accident, collision, or crash occurs. 
 (i) This section shall not apply to a nonresident licensed to do business in this State. 
 
Intoxicated Persons In or About Aircraft - PUC 
21415.  No person shall be in, or perform any act in connection with the maintenance or 
operation of, any aircraft when under the influence of intoxicating liquor. 
 This section does not apply to a person who is in an aircraft merely as a passenger, but this 
section shall not be construed to relieve any such person of criminal liability imposed by any 
other law for being intoxicated while in an aircraft.  (see also FAR 91.17) 
 
Locking Door Separating Pilot Compartment from Passenger Compartment - PUC 
21416.  On all commercial aircraft which transport passengers for compensation or hire the door 
which separates the pilot compartment from the passenger compartment shall be kept locked at 
all times the aircraft is in a flight over this state during which passengers are being transported 
except: 
 (a) During takeoff and landing of the airplane when such door is the means of access to a 
required passenger emergency exit. 
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 (b) At such times as it may be necessary to provide access to the flight crew or passenger 
compartments for the crew members in the performance of their duties, or to provide access for 
other persons authorized admission to the flight crew compartment. 
 The pilot of the aircraft shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if the door is not so locked. 
 It shall be unlawful for any person, except a member of the crew, to have in his possession in 
the passenger compartment at any time the aircraft is in a flight over this state during which 
passengers are being transported a key or other device for opening such door from the passenger 
side of the door. 
 
Flying or Releasing Balloon, Kite or Rocket Near Airport as Misdemeanor - PUC 
21646.  It shall be a misdemeanor for any person to release or fly or cause to be released or 
flown, within five miles of any airport, any moored balloon, kite, unmanned rocket, or unmanned 
free balloon which might be ingested by an aircraft engine or might cause a pilot’ s view of the 
airport and zone approach to be obstructed, or which could be used to suspend an object capable 
of endangering airborne aircraft or impairing a pilot’s vision.  (see also FAR Part 101) 
 
Construction of Utility Pole or Line in Vicinity of Aircraft Landing Area – PUC  
21658.  No public utility shall construct any pole, pole line, distribution or transmission tower, or 
tower line, or substation structure in the vicinity of the exterior boundary of an aircraft landing 
area of any airport open to public use, in a location with respect to the airport and at a height so 
as to constitute an obstruction to air navigation, as an obstruction is defined in accordance with 
Part 77 of the Federal Aviation Regulations, Federal Aviation Administration, or any 
corresponding rules or regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration, unless the Federal 
Aviation Administration has determined that the pole, line, tower, or structure does not constitute 
a hazard to air navigation.  This section shall not apply to existing poles, lines, towers, or 
structures or to the repair, replacement, or reconstruction thereof if the original height is not 
materially exceeded and this section shall not apply unless just compensation shall have first 
been paid to the public utility by the owner of any airport for any property or property rights 
which would be taken or damaged hereby. 
 
Hazards Near Airports Prohibited - PUC 
21659.  (a) No person shall construct or alter any structure or permit any natural growth to grow 
at a height which exceeds the obstruction standards set forth in the regulations of the Federal 
Aviation Administration relating to objects affecting navigable airspace contained in Title 14 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 77, Subpart C, unless a permit allowing the construction, 
alteration, or growth is issued by the department. 
 (b) The permit is not required if the Federal Aviation Administration has determined that the 
construction, alteration, or growth does not constitute a hazard to air navigation or would not 
create an unsafe condition for air navigation.  Subdivision (a) does not apply to a pole, pole line, 
distribution or transmission tower, or tower line or substation of a public utility. 
 (c) Section 21658 is applicable to subdivision (b). 
 
Emergency Service Helicopters - PUC 
21662.1.  (a) At or as near as practical to the site of a medical emergency and at a medical 
facility, an officer authorized by a public safety agency may designate an area for the landing 
and taking off of an emergency service helicopter, in accordance with regulations established not 
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later than January 1, 1989, pursuant to Section 21243.  (see also California Code of Regulations, 
Title 21, section 3527(g)) 
 (b) “Public safety agency” means any city, county, state agency, or special purpose district 
authorized to arrange for emergency medical services. 
 
Emergency Flights for Medical Purposes - PUC 
21662.4.  (a) Emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes by law enforcement, fire fighting, 
military, or other persons who provide emergency flights for medical purposes are exempt from 
local ordinances adopted by a city, county, or city and county, whether general law or chartered, 
that restrict flight departures and arrivals to particular hours of the day or night, that restrict the 
departure or arrival of aircraft based upon the aircraft’s noise level, or that restrict the operation 
of certain types of aircraft. 
 (b) As used in this section, “emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes” are those flights 
in which undue delay would threaten a patient’s life.  “Emergency aircraft flights for medical 
purposes” include, but are not limited to, flights for the transportation of all of the following: 
 (1) Patients accompanied by licensed or certificated medical attendants such as paramedics, 
nurses, physicians, and respiratory therapists. 
 (2) Surgical transplant teams for the purpose of procuring human organs for reimplantation 
in recipients. 
 (3) Organ procurement agency coordinators responding to a potential donor. 
 (4) Temporarily viable human organs such as a heart, liver, lungs, kidneys, and pancreas, and 
human tissue, blood, or blood components. 
 (5) Human tissue and blood samples for clinical testing to determine compatibility between a 
donor and a recipient. 
 (6) Mechanical adjuncts or biological replacements for human organs. 
 (7) Medical equipment and supplies. 
“Emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes” do not include the transportation of medical 
personnel to attend seminars, conferences, or speaking appearances in which undue delay would 
not jeopardize any patient’s medical condition. 
 (c) Written information concerning the emergency shall be submitted to the airport 
proprietor for all emergency aircraft flights within 72 hours prior or subsequent to the departure 
or arrival of the aircraft.  For all emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes, the information 
shall include the patient’s name and address, the names of medical attendants or personnel and 
the discipline in which they are licensed or hold a certificate to practice, a signed statement by 
the attending physician specifying that a medical emergency was involved, the requesting 
medical facility or agency, the intended destination, the type and registration number of the 
aircraft, and the names of all flight crew members. 
 This subdivision does not apply to emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes by law 
enforcement, fire fighting, or military personnel. 
 (d) Any airport that incurs additional expenses in order to accommodate the arrival or 
departure of emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes may charge the patient on whose 
behalf the flight is made, or any organization or entity which has volunteered to reimburse the 
airport, for those expenses. 
 (e) For emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes, when two airports are located in the 
same geographical area, and one of the airports is a “closed” or restricted airport, the Legislature 
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encourages the use of the “open” or unrestricted airport when feasible, rather than using the 
“closed” or restricted airport. 
 (f) When leasing aircraft for flights for emergency medical purposes, the Legislature 
encourages the use, when feasible, of aircraft which comply with local noise ordinances. 
 
Helicopters in Proximity to Certain Schools Prohibited - PUC 
21662.5.  Notwithstanding Section 21006 or Section 21661 or any other provision of law to the 
contrary, no helicopter may land or depart in any area within 1,000 feet, measured by air line, of 
the boundary of any public or private school maintaining kindergarten classes or any classes in 
grades 1 through 12, without approval of the department or by a public safety agency designated 
by the department, unless the landing or departure takes place at a permitted permanent heliport, 
or is a designated emergency medical service landing site. 
 Before approval of the landing or departure of a helicopter pursuant to this section, all 
schools within the specified area shall be notified by the department or public safety agency of 
the application and shall have 15 days after the notice in which to demand a public hearing.  The 
public hearing shall be held at a location in the immediate vicinity of the landing or departure 
site.  The department or public safety agency shall not grant approval pursuant to this section 
unless it has first found that helicopter operations at the proposed site can be conducted in a safe 
manner, and in accordance with criteria established by the department. 
 This section shall not prevent the governing body of any city or county from enacting 
ordinances or regulations imposing restrictions equal to or greater than those imposed by this 
section. 
 
Operation of an Airport Without Permit - PUC 
21663.  It is unlawful for any political subdivision, any of its officers or employees, or any 
person to operate an airport unless an appropriate airport permit required by rule of the 
department has been issued by the department and has not subsequently been revoked. 
 
Notification of Damage to Aircraft - PUC 
24450.  Any person who causes damage to any aircraft that may reasonably be expected to affect 
the airworthiness of the aircraft shall do either of the following: 
   (a) Locate and notify the owner or person in charge of the aircraft of his or her name and 
address, and upon being requested to do so by the owner of the aircraft or person in charge of the 
aircraft, present his or her driver's license or pilot's license for identification purposes. 
   (b) Leave in a conspicuous place on the aircraft a written notice giving his or her name, 
address, and telephone number and a statement of the circumstances thereof, and, without 
unnecessary delay, notify the nearest safety representative of the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 
 
Penalty for Failure to Comply with Section 24450 - PUC 
24451.  Any person failing to comply with the requirements of Section 24450 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail 
not exceeding six months, or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both 
that fine and imprisonment. 
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